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As I think about my life these days things are going pretty well.  Hanging out these past eight 

years each Monday with my grandchildren, Soren & Elise, has been a major blessing.  Kim and I 

celebrating our 37
th

 wedding anniversary this January is a wonderful gift.  And our adult kids are 

doing well and Isaac/Tonya are now engaged—wow we have so much to be thankful for. 

 

Things at Messiah are also going very well which makes my ministry and work very satisfying.  

We have many wonderful lay leaders along with a wonderful congregation that is actively 

putting their faith in action. The crops look great and the rains have been a major blessing.  We 

have so much to celebrate and be thankful for here at Messiah. 

 

Now as good and as positive as life is right now there can easily be a downside to all this good 

stuff.  That downside is that when things are going well it is easy to set God aside and rely on our 

own selves.   

 

I mean when life is humming along in good ways, and when we are experiencing a high level of 

joy and success, it is so easy to become caught up in me enjoying life, in my own abilities and 

actions, and in my own time and experiences.  God, and worship, and Bible reading, and service 

to others can easily take a backseat to me wanting to enjoy life. 

 

It seems to be a reality today in a relatively successful congregation like ours that some may put 

their own pleasures and involvements ahead of God when things are going well.  And yet when 

something bad happens or when there is a crisis they then want to turn to God for help. 

 

Increasing numbers of people today tend to think of God and the church as kind of a big aspirin 

tablet in their medicine cabinet.  They want to have a relationship with a church and to believe 

that God is there especially when and if they are facing problems or needs. 

 

As long as life is going pretty well they don’t need to stay close to the medicine cabinet—they 

don’t need to stay too close to God.  But if they are diagnosed with a sickness, or if they face a 

tragedy or death, then they want God’s help.  Then they want the church to be there for them.  

 

It is certainly true that more people fall on their knees in prayer, more cry out to God when 

things are going bad, than when things are going well.  It is true that more people try to be 

religious, or try to bargain and promise God all the good things they will do if they get well, 

when there is a crisis.  And yet these promises can easily fade when the problem is over. 

 

So this morning I will be pointing you to some Biblical links that you can turn to when things are 

awesome and wonderful.  I will be lifting up how important it is for each person to learn how to 

better celebrate and rely on God in the good and the bad times of life.  

 

For as we consciously live in and celebrate God’s love each day; as we worship God even more 

faithfully during the good times; as we learn to serve and give generously when things are going 

well; the better faith and support foundation will also be there in those troubling times. 

 



One link that I turn to when things are awesome is Psalm 106:1-5.  In fact, there are many 

Psalms which can help us to worship and praise our God.  These passages are often a good 

example of lifting up how awesome and big our God really is. 

 

Psalm 106 says, “Praise the Lord.  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures 

forever.  Who can proclaim the mighty acts of the Lord or fully declare his praise?  Blessed are 

those who act justly, who always do what is right.” 

 

“Remember me, Lord, when you show favor to your people, come to my aid when you save them, 

that I may enjoy the prosperity of your chosen ones, that I may share in the joy of your nation 

and join in your inheritance in giving praise.” 

 

The Psalmist is reminding us here to make sure that we give credit where credit is due.  He is 

reminding us of who is the source of all that is good.  God is the one who blesses us with 

everything that is wonderful and blessed in our lives. 

 

James 1:17 says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father.”  

God is the source of every one of our joys and blessings.  Therefore, he calls us to proclaim his 

mighty acts and fully declare his praise. 

 

Yet when things are going well it is so easy to focus on me.  It is so easy to feel as if we deserve 

at least some of the credit for our success or for the fruits of our hard work.  It is so easy to feel 

that we somehow deserve these things, have earned them or even created them. 

 

However, when things go wrong it is so easy to overlook all the good things God has done.  It is 

so easy to blame God or wonder where he is.  When things go well we take the credit.  When 

things don’t go well it’s all God’s fault.  What we really need to learn is how God is there to 

walk with us in both the good and bad times. 

 

Author and pastor Chuck Swindoll tells the story of a man who had a very serious disease and 

was hospitalized at a VA Hospital.  For his therapy this man worked with his hands in 

woodworking and making crafts, one of which was a wooden truck for his young son. 

 

One day when this man’s wife and son came to the hospital the boy was not allowed to go up to 

his father’s room due to him being in quarantine.   So a nurse brought the truck the father made 

down to the front yard by the parking lot where the boy was standing. 

 

As the boy was excited and overjoyed by the truck he kept wanting to hug the nurse.  While this 

was going on the boy’s father was watching from his window on the fourth floor, was waving his 

arms and hands, and was trying to get his son to look up and see him.  Finally the boy looked up 

and saw his Dad—he smiled a big smile of love and thanks. 

 

This story reminds us of what our lives are often like.  Blessings are showered on us and yet we 

want to take the credit for it or think that it came from this world—like the boy wanting to hug 

the nurse.  And yet our God keeps beckoning for us to look up to him and realize that he created 

and made it all.  God beckons us to give him our thanks and praise. 

 

You may remember the story in Luke 17 of the Ten Lepers.  They, of course, were people who 

were totally shunned by society at that time.  They lived in isolated communities and when they 

traveled from place to place they needed to cry out, “Unclean,” so people would stay away. 

 



Well Jesus did not turn away from them on the road.  Rather he listened to their cries, and 

prayers, and touched them with his love.  And as he told them to go and show themselves to the 

priest…as they went down the road they suddenly realized that they were completely healed. 

 

Yet only one man, a dreaded and despised Samaritan, came back to say thanks.  All were healed 

and given the most unbelievable blessing, and yet only one remembered to thank Jesus who was 

the source and reason for their new life. 

 

There was a popular book written a number of years ago titled, “Why Do Bad Things Happen To 

Good People?”  It is a question many of us often ask.  And yet an equally relevant question is, 

“Why do so many good things happen to sinful and undeserving people like us?” 

 

Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us: while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us.”  The amazing gift and grace of Jesus is that he gives us so much more than we 

deserve.  He doesn’t wait for us to get our life together but showers his love on us sinners. 

 

So what kind of thanks and praise does God want in our lives?  It is evident that rather than just 

some words of thanks, or some worship here and there with praise, that our God wants to create 

in us an attitude, a lifestyle, a daily walk filled with generosity and praise. 

 

One of these ways, of course, is to allow our faces, our body language, to be filled with smiles 

and hope.  It is amazing how we as Christians often reflect to others that life is a heavy weight, 

and that being part of a church and working together with others is a hassle. 

 

How different it is when church people are filled with joy and generosity in serving others, in 

being an usher and greeter, in mentoring kids and youth, in working on projects.  People who are 

generous with attitudes of thankfulness are witnesses to the joy of living for Jesus. 

 

Another way our God wants our lives to reflect thanksgiving and praise is in our worship.  So 

often we sit on our hands, have a painful look on our faces, and act like we are too tired to listen.  

Turn to the person next to you and say “It’s okay to smile in church.” 

 

Our God calls us to shout to him with joy, to lift our hearts and hands in praise, to be excited 

about hearing his Word proclaimed.  Yes, even Lutherans can praise God with enthusiasm.  Our 

God deserves our full honor, glory, thanks and praise. 

 

A final way that God wants our lives to reflect thanksgiving and praise is in our generosity and 

giving.  The reality is that I have never met a crabby, stingy, angry person who is filled with 

thanksgiving and praise.  Generous people are happier people; they are more caring and hopeful. 

 

To live a life of thanks means we are generous with our time, generous with our love, generous 

with our forgiveness, generous with our money and things.  It is simply part of who we are.  As 

God has blessed us in so many ways we in turn are a blessing to others. 

 

Something thankful people also find is that even in the struggles, hurts and crisis of life that they 

feel more help and strength knowing God’s goodness.  And being thankful people who have 

reached out so lovingly to others they in turn are blessed by this love and care given in return. 

 

My friends, don’t forget about God or focus mostly on yourself when things are awesome and 

amazing.  Rather allow God to fill you with thanksgiving and praise so you may generously 

reflect his love in everything that you say and do.       


